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St. LUKE xv. 18. 


I will ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay to him, 
_—_— I have finned againſt heaven and before 


Son fo far awakened and come to him- 
T7 as to be ſenſible of the Miſerable Con- 
HDIEE brought himſelf into by his 
own fol - tv dere But, before he came 
ockiatabe C 1s a Remarkable Turn in the courſe 
of his Life, ſet down by our Saviour in the be- 
| ning of this Excellent Parable. For, He was 
Impatient of being under the Wiſe 
Condudk of his Father, and he could 
manage his own affairs far more to his Content-' 
ment and Satisfa&tion , if he were but permitted 
| —_ his Liberty, and were not ſo ſtrict] Kg 
to the Grave and Formal Methods of 
ryed and _ in : his Father's H 
Which might paſs for Wiſdom in Age, and be 
agrecablc wank to ſuch whoſe Life and Vigour 
were decayed ; and who were now-to maintain 
their Authority over their Children by ſeeming | ' 
be ſock vtec hey Burt is a rare. 
2 11nN 


T;; the foregoing Verſe, we find the Prodi- 
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thing for Youth and Age to agree in the opini- 
orof Wifedom : "Fo Se "EEE 
perience, the Judgment of a wile andgender Fa- 
ther, that can allay the. ,op-calm the Pa(- 
ſions, or over-rule' the Violeht Tnclinations- of 
Youth; but whateyer” ic colt. cherh afterwards ,. 
ſome: will. be full rung che: Experirpcas,. whe- 
ther it doth not more oo ro the happineſs 
of Life to purſue their own Fancies and Deſigns, 
than..to hearken to another's Dircctions (thou 
a Fathcr's.) whoſe Circumſtanges arc ſo-miuch 
fereot, from. chear own. - ' Thus our, Bleſſed! Sayt- 
our ated the, Parable this Prodi- 
don of bxin rich and ealic- at 

rd Pleafures of. the, World: 

ng would ſagshe him uokss 

20 OOO ;the Stock whiche was In- 
rcaded . for hin, 

rence. bcqweea 


Tg might fhew the diffe- 
wry Conduct, and his 
OWB. 


Beret: fan appcarcd ; for this 
EEE EE 


- And: wo; 
a Gontdlo of be Folly, chi, 
CI ſcarcitys; Which/ 


cy tj ag ey Condigon 


A'Sernaid Vieibed av Wi hiee-Halk 
means.yathink of retwning Home; but-rather 
choſe cw beloag the meancſt and: bufeſt em 
Fare it in hop:s to-avoid the: Necelſiry, of ir: 

laſt Reafon and Conſideration began ro 
ork upon him, which is called, is coming to 
himſelf: and then he takes up a Refolution-to 
home: co his Father, and to throw himſelf at 
Ferr; to confeſs his fault ingenuouſly and Gecly, 
and to beg pardon” for his former Folly', in 
ot Forgivenefs-arid Reconcthation! - 7 wi 
arife and go 16 my Father; ani ſay to hitt, Father, 
_— wned again} heater, and before thee 
this Parable, our Saviour fers-forth the 
Aate of a Sinner, (+.) In his wilfull degerieracy 
from: God, his Father , both -by Creation' and 
Providence; his uncaſineſs his juſt and 


Laws, his impatience of bring reſtrained 
by th; his caſting off the Bonds If Dury co 


regatd to God; or hisown Soul (2.) In, 
the di &ion'he found in his evil Coarſes; 
being very" much"difappointed in the great Ex- 
'had: in the Pleafures of Sin; was 
{ting his health, intereſt, repuration, oftate, 'and? 
above all, che Peace and: Tranquiltiry of his Mind, 
which was more valuable thari-ary other: 
wharfocyer, and\he now'found'it o tobe 
cmoy'd-in a courſe! of | Rebellioty \ his 


yo" "== HI ( — Convichon'ot his: 


Folly 


{.'and rum ©: all kind: of Diſorders. 
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Folly upon duc Conſideration of what he had 
done; __ Ny cx ing to 
bimſclf, and againſt himſelf; unworthy of the 4 
Ration he ſtands in to God ; of thoſe Faculrics 
be had beſtow'd upon him ; and of thoſe hopes © | 
and expeftations he might have had from him | 
either as to this or another World. -( 4.) In the 
mgm» ag oi cmd gy en hr 
cr to y c of Kepenting 
Revarning home, but to embrace the preſent 
opportunity of doing it freely, heartily and in- 
genuoully, I will ariſe and go to my Father, 8c. 
Having formerly in this Place, and on a like 
Occaſion conſidered the Prodigal Son's coming 
to himſelf, I ſhall now purſue the Method of his 


ps py in the Reſolution he here takes to ariſe 
go to his Father, &«c. ; 
And therein I ſhall enquire unto theſe thingy, 
I. What Grounds a Sinner hath to 1 c 
him to Repent z or to form ſuch a Reſolution 
in his Mind that he will ariſe and go to his Father, | 
when he knows he hath ſo much provoked and 
offended him. } 
IL How neceſſary it 1s in order to truce Re- | 
pentance to form a fixed and ſteady Reſolution 
to 


o through with it, I will ariſe and go; &c. 
irf, What Grounds a Sinner hath to 
him to Repentz or to make Application to his. - 
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Father in order to Forgivencfs, fince he is con- 
vinced he hath ſo juſtly offended him. For, if 
we conſider the Circumſtances here mention'd, 
he had no ſuch Reaſon to hope to be receiv'd in- 
to Favour upon ſuch cafic Terms, as are here 
expreſled ; For, 

( 1.) He had __ forſaken his Father's 
Houſe, without any juſt Cauſe of Complaint of 
any hard uſage there. 

( 2.) He had embraced ſuch a Courſe of Life, 
which hc knew was diſpleaſing to him, living 
ve== | and diſorderly, in a way contrary to 
(>) be acvrr' hangs bf Remaning te 

3- neyer t home, 
ell mere neceſſity forced him; till Hunger and 
Poverty made him come to himſelf. 

And what could be more diſobliging to a Fa- 
ther, than ſuch Circumſtances as theſe? 

(1.) His Father never forced him from home, 
nor made his Condition uncafic there. Our Sa- 
viour here repreſents Almighty God, as dealing 
with Mankind like a tender and jndulgent Fa- 
ther, and not like a ſevere and hard Maſter ; 
his Laws being intended for our Good, and not 
for his own Advantage. There 1s no. Duty of 
ours towards God, or:our fclves, or others, but 
1s founded: on this Relation to God as a Father 
to Mankind. Nothing can be more reaſonable 


in: general than that the Father (bould order and 


- QC omery, TY | ved at x7 Danach AT : 


© ſuch Rules which | ; 


dire his Children, aud 
-arc fmring for them to- c; 'Andat wearn- 
mine the particular Laws of Nacurc;or;the Dic- 


rates of Reaſon as to' Good and Evil, we ſhall 
find chem very agrecable me Parcrnal Go- 
vernment. 

Whar' is the- Duty of Praycr to. God; but 
asking daily of our y Father ? 
Whart is our Thankſgiving, but a ſolemn own- 
ing his Paceraal Carc-and Bounty: cowards us? 
And in thelo rw, the mam Dunes of Natural 
C_ confiſt. The-Neglect whereof, 'is ſuch 

diſreſpe&t to our Heavenly Father, as is nor 
| conſiſtenr with-our beheving him ro be ſo. For, 
| alc..6.as God himſelf argues in the Prophet; 4 Som ho- 
| noureth his Father, and a Servant his Mafter': 
then 1 be a Father, where is mine honcar? And if 
I be a Mafter, 'where is my Fear? God was's Farhir 
by-the Rightiof Creanon and Providerice : but 
he was a Maſter to the Fews in reſpe&t of the Bon- 
dage of the Law; and as there was'a" Spirit of 
Bondage or'that account in chem, whith inch- 
ned themtoa more ſervice Fear ; Fae anc ao 
to have been /a nacural Spirit of 
ward God as their Supreme Creatour and celine! 
which ſhould excite all men ro Tach x durifall 
Love, ſuch a Reycrential 'Eftcomn, » ſuch a mix- 


ware of Awe and Kindneſs as is in Children to- 
wards their Parcrxs: ''Yca, it ought'to..be nauch 
ets +. | greater 
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, ome ihden that can be ſuppoſed becauſe the 
our 
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1s Infinite between God and us ; and 
dence /mote:immediate and necella- 
ry; and there is in him a Concurrence of: all 


»Perfeftions, which may cauſe in us the higheſt 


Eſteem, and the humbleſt Adoration: ' There is 
an  unqueſtionable Duty owing by Children to 


their carthly Parents, but how much rather (faith nc. 12. 5. 
the Apoſtle) ought we to be in ſubjefion to the Fa- ,%"* 


ther of Spirits? The Fathers of our Fleſh may be 
vey Kind, but not Wiſe-in their Love; or Wiſe 
and not ſo Kind; or they may be both Wiſe 
and Kind, but not Able to help their Children. 
They may love and pity, and pray for them , 
when they arc in Miſery, or Sickneſs and Pain , 
bur afterall, they are unable torclicve them; For 
the moſt indulgent Father, when his bowels 
yearn, and his hcart is ready to break at the fight 
of a Child lying under the -Agonics of Death, is 
not able to give a Moments Reſpite to the ter- 
rible Pangs, which he can neither behold nor a- 
bate, But our heavenly. Father: hath not onely 
Infinite Wiſdom , but Infinite Kindneſs and 
Power ; and where all theſc are joined together, 
what Honour, what Loye, what Fear is due un- 
to hun! Alcbough, there be defefts-in! their Par 
rents, yet Children arc ſtill bound to obey them, 
and to {hey a mighty regard and Reverencc to- 
wards them; - but here-1t is ſo much otherwiſe , 
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that if we could: conceive our ſelves without this 
Relation to God, yet his Perfetions are ſo many, 
ſo great, ſo infinite, as to deſerve and require our 
utmoſt Vencration. The Prodigal Son could 


which he owed to his Father. 

And was it not fit for him to appoint the Or- 
ders of his Family,and to that his Children 
ſhould behave yes in, as became the 
Relation they ſtood in to himſelf and to one a- 
nother ? That Oo 
to themſelves in Sobriety , Temperance, Com- 
mand of their Paſſions, and care of their Words; 
That they ſhould behave themſelves towards 
their Brethren with Sincerity, Kindneſs and Ju- 
ſice, which comprehend all the Duties we owe 
ro one another ? . | 

And what now was there in all this, that-che 
Prodigal could have any Cauſe to complain of, 
or that ſhould make his Father's Houſe fo unca- 
fic to him ? Bur hus Father had juſt Cauſe to be 
ked, when his Wiſe Counſels, and Prudent 

c,and Conſtant Kmdneſs, and Ri Go- 
yernment were ſo much flighted and deſpiſed b 
a difobedicnc and un Son; who had 
lictle Senſe of his or his Intereſt as to be 
weary of being fo well at home, and therefore 
1npatiently deſiring ro find our new methods of 
Living well as hc Ghea-Gouget, when tw he 


then have no Reaſon to complain of the Duty: 


Orders | 


o 
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5 Orders of his Father's Family were become ſo 

diſpleaſing to hum, © -* 

( 2.) Bur what were theſe new and fine Con: 


| prone Gr Sought ? He began to 
| fuſpeft his Wiſe Father did not allow his Chil- 
dren Liberty cnough at home, and that he con- 
ccaled from him the great Myſtery of the Happi- 
neſs of Life, and therefore concluded, habe 
did give way to thoſe Deſires which he found to 
be Namcal but his Father Unrcaſona- 
ble; he ſhould enjoy much more Pleaſure and 
| Satisfaction than he did at home. And being 
reſolved upon this, he gives way to thoſe Inch- 
nations he found ſtrongeſt in himſelf, denics 
himſelf no Pleafurcs of Lite, accounts Vertue but 
a Name which fowre and moroſe Perſons put 
upon their own humours; and Religion but a 
Device for Fools to decave ves, and 
Knaves to deceive others by. And fo he:throws 
off all checks and reftraines. upan himdclf, and 
never regards the Good or Evil of what he doeth, 
| for-his Luſts are his Laws, and cher fatigfaction 
({ of them he now/looks upon as/the oncly real 
Happineſs of Mankind. - | 
And could any thing bc ſu Marc pro- 
yaking to his Heavenly Father than ſuch. a wick- 
ed and diflolutc way of Living? So co 10 
hns 'Fathcr's Will; co his own Reaſon, Con- 
licaul I. ſcience, 


CU w—_ . oo  om_—_— 
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ſcience, Intereſt, Reputation; and which ſoon 
brought him to Shame and Miſery ? 

( 2. ) But that which added yet more to the 
height of the Proyocation was, that he did not 
think of Returning home to his Father, upon 
the firſt ap 10n of his own Folly ; Buc he 
reſolved to. undergo any difficuley, and ſubmur 
to any hardſhip, rather than doe what was neccſ- 
fary in order to Reconciliation with his Father. 

How hard a Matter then 1s it to bring an ha- 
bitual Sinner to Repentance ! Ic is not Eaſe to 
bring him to any due and ſerious Conviction of 
the Evil of his doings ; bur it is far more diff 


* cult to change the inward Diſpoſition of the 


Mind, and' to. alter all che great Deſigns and 
Pleaſures of Life. It is but a mean Notion of 
Repentance which is apt to prevail in the World, 
as though it implied no mare than ſome Acts of 
Contriuon for greater Sins,' when the Habit and 
Difpolicion remain the fame. Bur true Repen- 
tance is. the: turn of the whole Soul from the 
Love, as well as the Praftice of. Sin; and this is 
not- a. thing to. be done cafily or fi ; A 
Sinner will bear a great many Checks and Re- 
fs of Conſcience before he will part with 

is beloved Sins; he will ſtruggle a great while 
with himſelf ; and endure many Conflicks: be- 
tween an awaken'd Conſcience and rooted In- 
clinations before the Penxent Sinnes can aſſure 


La 
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| & himſelf that his Repentance hath had its duc and 
_, effectual operation upon him. For we ſee here 
nothing but extremity brought the Prodigal to 
| himſclt, and made him at lait to reſolve 7 ariſe 
t "and go to his Father, &c. As Themiftocles (aid of Aline, 

the People of Athens, they did by him, as Men os. © 

commonly doe by a great Tree, they run to it 
for ſhelter in a Storm, but care not how they 
uſe it another Time; that is too true of Sinners 
with Reſpe&t to God; when they can make a 
ſhift for themſelves any other Way, they deſpiſe 
Religion; and make God their Refuge onely at 
a day of Extremity, but not their Choice, when 
their Conditions pleaſe them. 

Bur when the Prodigal Son had ſo flighted 
his Father, broken his Commands, deſpiſed the 
advantages he had at home, and was fo hardly 
brought to think of returning thither , how 
came he now to be ſo incouraged in his Mind 
to ariſe and go to his Father, and confeſs his faule 
with hopes of being forgiven after all this? 

We fmd no other Account here given, but 
that he was his Father, however he had offten- 
ded him ; and therefore he was reſolved he 
would ariſe and go to his Father , as though there 
were charms and force enough un that word ro 
anſwer all Diſcouragements. Which being an 

Argument taken from the Bowels of Pity and 
Compaſſion which a Father hath any a re+= 
m_ enting 


%. 
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enquire, how far this 7 


i nitely above all the fond Paſſhons of Humane 
1! Nature, that it is a diminution to his Glory 
Al and Majeſty to be thought like to Mankind * 
| | © 55-89- And therefore bis thoughts and ways ore ſaid'to be © 
| as far above ours.as the Heavens are above the Earth ? 
To clear this, we are to conſider, not onely 


that our Bleſſed Saviour doth here lay the fo 
and weight of the Parable upon the 
of a Father to h ; but that he tlſewhere 


argues from it in ſuch a manner as to-convince 


ER IH 
: : 


" his Son ask bread, will he give him a flone ? Or, 
if he ask a fiſh, will he give him a ſerpent? If ye 
then being evil know how to give good gifts unto 
your Children, How much more ſhall your Father 
which is in Heaven give good things to them that 
ask him? There have been Philoſo ſo + 
vere againſt the Paſſions of humane Nature, that 
they would not allow any Pity or Commiſera- 
tion towards others, whatever thar Condinon 
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a mean and ſelfiſh Paſſion, as 
ly from the apprehenſion that we 
ſame things our ſelyes, which 
; but it is a generous Senſc 
feel joined with a Readineſs to 
according to our -Power. And in 
yiour not onely allows it in 
Fathers towards Children, but looks on it as ne- 
in hamane Nature in order to the good 

and adyantage of Mankind ; and therefore hinr 
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touched with the feeling of our Infirmities; and to + 


have compaſſion on the Ignorant, and on them that 
are out of the IW, 

But alchough this be allowable in humane 
Nature, how can fach a thing as Compaſſion 


be attributed to the Divine Nature which is un- © 


capable of ſuch impreſhons and motions, which 
we are ſubject to ? 

And yet the Scripture is very full and clear in 
attributing Pity and Com n to | ! 
God with Reſpect to his Creatures. The Pſal- 


miſt faith, The Lord is full of Compaſſion and Mer- *. 1-3, + 


cy; long-fuſſering, and of great Goodneſs. St. James 
al 


"WY 
— - 


26 


4 Sermon Preachet = Wie Hall 


Jan. 5.11. {aith, He is very Pitifull , and of tender. Mercy. 
And in - Io nderfll A to Moſes 
when God himſelf is own Attributes, 
the greateſt part. conſiſts of his Kindneſs and 

F--4 Mercy towards Mankind ; The Lord God, mercis 
full and gratious, long-ſuffering , and abundant in 
goodneſs and Trath , keeping w_—_ fo aye, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſton and fin. 

Palmiſt uſeth the very fame fimulitude of a Fa- 
ec:03-13 ther's Pity to his Children, Like as @ Father pi- 
tieth bis Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him, .And when the Prophet ſpeaks of 
God's thoughts and ways being fo much aboye 
Man's, it is for this end to proye thereby that 
God may ſhew more pity to Mankind, than 
they find in their hearts to ſhew to one another, 


IC. 55- Let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 


mercy upon him ;, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon z For my thoughts are not © your 
thoughts, &c. Burt ſcttin afede all this, the 
wh Scheme of the Goſpel is drawn upon the 
Suppolition of God's Pity and Compaſſion, to- 
wards Penitent Sinners ; which, is the Reaſon 
our Saviour inſiſts ſo much on the Proof of it in 
this whole Chapter. Wherein we not onely 
v.71 reade of Joy in Heaven at the Repentance of a 
Sinner, but- che Compaſlion of God Almight 
towards a Penitent Sinner 1s ſer forth. wit al 
the tenderneſs of an Indulgent Father running 


Into , 


"* 


into the embraces of his Son, when he ſaw him 
at a ciſtance coming towards him. 

What now 1s the meaning of all this? Arc we 
to conceive of God as one hke toour ſelves,who 
cither do not ſee faules in thoſe we love ; or do 
not hate thera, as we fhonld do; or are;too apt 
to paſs them over; or are at firlt, icmay be, ape 
to be angry upon a flight provocation, and then 
as cahly made Friends upon as little Reaſon as we 
were made: Angry ? Bue ' none of chele 'things 
ought tocntcr mto our Mints concerning God 
with reſpect to the Follics of Mankind. _ 

And in-this Caſe, if we will form in our Minds 
right and true Conceptions of the Divine Naware 
(as we ought-to-doe) we nnult have a great Cats 
leſt we arttibuee any thing to God, which looks 
like Weakneſs and on, as the Motions 
and Changes of Palliens do ;\thcerfore t@ under- 
tand: tis Pi: and Qoenipaſiion, and Reconciliar 
tonite Pefutent Sinners, wembſthrt khaw what 
his Anget and Diſplcaſurc/againſt Sinners niean, 
Soma «hunkghas #picurus dd carr 
a God; bar/hewas dharctora: toneodro deny Pro: « + 
yadenice, becauſd he could gos conceive char the 
Governmert' of: the World could; be qaoaged 
ec wo wy ne TED 
with the com etehappings :ineBokpg,i 
and therefoerks rather choſe to make him _ 
160T (x) C 
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kefs and Eaſie, than Ative and liable to Paſſion. 
The Stoicks attributed to God all 'that was Good 
and Kind and Obliging ; but would by no means 
endure that ever he ſhould be faid to be Angry 
or Diſpleaſed ; which Doctrine did in cffeRt over- 
throw Providence with 'Refpe&t to Moral Atty 
ons, as nach as the Epicureans, - For if God'did 
not regard the difterence of Mens Actions, bur 
wasequally kind rothem whether they did Good 
or 'Evil,fuch a Providence would have as little 
Influence on Mens Lives as if there were none at 
all. We muſt then ſuppoſe, if we would uphold 


Religion and Morality in the World, not onely 

thar chere is a Providence, but that God hath a 

diftererit or cxnp to Men according/to the Good 

ot Evil of their Actions: The Regard he hath to 

Men for being Good and doing Good is called 

his Love, tus 5, his'Good-wil, his' Grace and 

Favour ; that/which he: hath'ro thi that arc 

Evil' is called his Hatred ;'that'which he hach to 

= poems for doing Evil is aug, | Wrath, Diſplea* 

©"; ſure; ndignation 3 according to the differetic'Na- 

ritto and Citcurnſtances' of their Evil Actions. 

"But in order to the preventing any falſe or 

mean A jonsof the Divine Nature, when 

the of Mankind are artribuced to it, we 
ma conſider theſe rwo rhings ; 


( 1.) That 


A Sermon Preached as W bite-Hall. 
(1. ) That we muſt by nomeans attribute to 
God any thing that is unreaſonable in our Selyes; 


ſuch are all irregular Motions, - which we. call 


violent Paſſions, ariling from Surpriſe, Miſtake , 
Inadvertency, Weakneſs, or corrupt Inclination. 
Bur ſcrring all theſe aſide, the Original Paſſions 
of Mankind, which are agreeable to Reaſon, are 
no other than what ariſc | _ an Inclination to 
what we judge to be Good, and an Averſion from 
what we apprehend to be Evil ; which holds as 
to the Divine Nature. 

(2.) That there is an obſervable Difference in 
the very Nature of ſome Paſſions, which imply a 
Repugnancy in themſelves tothe Divine Pertec- 
tions, which others do not. For Love and Kind- 
nels, and Joy, and Inward Satisfaftion have no- 
thing in them ſuppoling their Object Goad, but 
what agrees with the Divine Nature ; but the 
Paſſions contrary to theſe, as Envy, Il-will and 
Revenge are not onely _—_—_ as Paſſions, 
but in their own Nature ; for God cannot Enyy 


'the Good of his Creatures, nor bear 1I|-will co 


them as ſuch, nor cake Pleaſure intheir Torments. 
And of this Nature Anger properly taken is, as it 
doch imply a preſent Diſorder and Diſturbance 
within, trom the Apprehcnfion of ſome Injury 
done or intended, with a, Defire, of Revenge on 
thoſe who doe it ;; all wan 1s inconſiſtent wy 

2 the 
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che Perfections of God; for they argue 
Meanneſs, Im on and pon ire 

We muſt fore fix on ſuch a Notion of 
Anger as becomes the Almighty Wiſdom and 
Gobdneſs ; and that lics 1n, 


( 1.) A Diſpleaſure againſt the Sinner on the 
account of his Sins ; For God cannot have as 
Complacency in thoſe who diſpleaſe him, as all 
Sinners do, whether they delign it or not. 


( 2.) A Will co Puniſh Sinners according to 
their demerits ; which being according to the 
Rules of Wiſdom and Righteous Government, 
cannot be ſaid to argue an indecent Paſſion, 


( 3. ) The Atual Execution of his Juſtice up- 
on great Provocations. And fo God 1s ſaid ro 
be angry when. he puniſhes; cfpecially when he 
doeth it ſuddenly and ſcycrely ; As Mcn in therr 
Paſſion are wont to doe. But whatever. God 
docth im this kind, he doth it with the Wiſdom 
and Temper of a Judge, and not with the Fury 
or Paſſion of an Angry Being, 


| And there is nothing in all this unbecoming 
the Divine Nature, but yery agrecable thereto. 
And this is all which m ſtrictneſs of Reaſon is 


under- , 
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underſtood by God's being Angry with Mankind. 
For we muſt never imagine God atts ac- 
cording to ſudden heats and Paſſions ; but whar- 
ever he doth is according tothe Counſels of In- 
finte Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

I do nor deny that the Scripture doth repre- 
ſent Anger in God as if it were a Paſſion raiſed 
upon great Provocation, and capable of being 
laid by Submiſſion and true Repenrance. Thence 


21 


we read , of God's Wrath waxing hot, of bis Anger Exod. ys 


kindling againſt his People, and his turning away ic, us. 


from bis frerce Anger, and many fuch 

bo ſo we read of the Fire of his Fnſedes the 
Sword of his Wrath, the Strerching forth of his Hand ; 
witichall grant are nor to be literally underſtood. 
If then m theſe Exprefsions, the PerkRions: of 
the Divine Nature are to be our Rule, according 
-ro which we wat interpret them, becauſe the 11- 
ceral ſenfe whplies an” uity to the Divanc 
Perfeions which are all wholly Spiricual'3 then 
from the ſame Reaſon we muſt remove all Per- 
rurbarions from « whuch are as inconſiſterit with 
the abſolure Perfe&ion of it; as Eyesiantd Bats and 
Hands and Feet are, alchoagh they/are all men- 
tion'd m Scripture. Vo oo 
- From whence we juſtly infer, that- chere-15 a 
wonderfull Condeſcentiory to the ordinary: Ca- 


pacitics and common Apprehenſions of _ 
cn 
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kind in the Language of Scripture, concernin 

the Divine Nature, which makes deeper impret- 
Gons on meaner underſtandings, and thoſe who 
arc.of finer thoughts will ſee Cauſe to attribute 
oncly ſuch a Senſe of things relating to God, as is 
conliſtene with his Infinite and Divine Perfecti- 
ons.” 
But what now ſhall we fay to this Teffderneſs 
and Compaſſion of God towards Pcnitent Sin- 
ners? Can he be moved by our Trouble and Sor- 


' row and Acts of Contriction for our Sins ? If we 


be Rightcous what doth it profit the Almighty ? 
And it we be Evil, how can it hurt him? And if 
when we have Sinned, we Repentawe doc no more 
than is fitting for us ; but wh we impa- 
ginethe Great and Wiſe God have Com- 
paſſion oo us, when we become ſenſible of 
our own Folly? For when we Jn, agu;aſ God, 
wilfull , deliberately > knowin ly 'Y | uall _ 
doe what lics in us.to provoke him to Wrath and 
Indignation againſt us; we reject his Wiſe Go- 
vernment; We {light his rightcous Laws, we pre- 
fer -the pleaſing our corrupt Inclinations and 
ſenſual before our Heavenly Father. And 


what can be more provoking to him than to be 


fone by one who had tus Being and all the 


Co of Life from him:?',;;- 


Suppoſc 
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Suppoſe now ſuch a/Difobedienc,-(Rebellious 
Sor, as here in the: Parable, be made-ſcnſible 
of his folly; is his Father bound to receive-him ? 
Was it' not his own choice to go from him? 
tf he hath ſuffered by'his Folly, he may. chank 

himſelf for it; and it his Father lets him along 
in it, he hath. no Cauſe ro-Complain. cþ 
But ſuch was the tenderneſs of the Father to- 
| "wards his Repenting Son, that he ſhew'd the 


greateſt Compaſſion imaginable.; for: he. did 
amily, 


not ſtay at home expecting his Son's ſolemn 
l ſubmiſſion before his but he ran towards 


him, -and fell upon bis Neck, _ kiſſed him. 

\Whar Conceptions.now ought.we to have. of 
God's Compaſſion towards Penitent Sinners an- 
ſwerable to all this? Thus 1 ſhall RO to 
clear in theſe Particulars. 


x: ) 'That' God's hatred 1s not mimatly a- 
Perſons whoarc his Creaturcs; | bur againſt 
whats Emil, which wnone;of his ng 
_ a 'Perſors encly:ſocfar-as they, arg: car- 


with 'Evik. Thou ldveſt Righttoaſmeſa: 
hateft wickedneſs, faich the Pfalkmtt; - God: hascs 


/ nothing for its' own fake;. bue.Sun; anddor; the 
ke F fat bleeds Sorhni af bvionig..: I $$ 


\ 
| (2.) There 


/ 
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(2. There may be Goodwill cowards the * 
Perſon bf /a- Sinner, at tbo fare time; when God 
diftovers the hatredi.of his (Sins. 1 do\not Gay, 
God rakes any'Pkaſure in him-while he gocs on 
mri Sin ,- for that 1s. againſt che Eeernal Rules of 
Rightcouſneſs' in God ; bur that he -may have 
ſo much Good-will cowards tum, as to defign 
to-reduce him from his Eyil-Ways. - And thi 
eyery- Father finds in. binaſcif towards a difobe- 
dient-Son;;| whole he hates his evit Courſes, yet 
he would make uſc of the baſt-Methods to bring 
him2o himfelf, - and to his Duty. And; upon 
this gee that Love and /imdueſs of God to- 
wards Monkind:; mm ſcoding us; Som to be./our 
Saviour, :and-all the' Prowuſcs and laviations 
which-are made-ro Sinners: inthe Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. "Ty s fil AhNJ 


-2 (4) iris very agt to-Inhmee Wikdom 

ie- fo as'to nin/than ſherhorbins; and — = 
—_— ern rireges) /" Fox Puy-and >|. 
Compathon iti:God is:x bo:gudged, nat agcar: 
diag: wb-the :wand! Madubns/we: hod oth our 
* ſelves, \bupadcordmpd thee Tus things - | 
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(1.) A readingſs to doe Good to his Crea- 


. tures according to their Neceſſities. Which be- 


ingin-g 


, Is his Bounty and Goodneſs ; bur 


conſidcred with Reſpect to the Perſons of Sin- 
ners, it is his Clemency, or readineſs to forgive 
and with Reſpect to the Puniſbment they deſerve 
by their Sins, it is his Mercy and Pity : Which 


fore call 


In us 1s (Egritago ex Miſeri4 alterius, and there- 
Miſericordia , becauſe the Heart is 


couched with the Senſe of another's Miſcry ; but 
we are not ſo tg apprehend it in God ; but that 
ſuch is the Gopdneſs of God towards Repen- 
ting Sinners, that he is as willing to ſhew Mercy 
as they arc to Repent. 


(2.) God's Pity and Compaſſion lies in the 


proper Effc&ts of it; which here in the Caſe of 
the Prodigal were, paſting by his former Extra- 


vagances, and receiving 


into as much Fa- 


vour as if he had not gone aſtray. This my Son v.24 33 
was dead., and is alive again; was loft, and is 
formd. Thoſe who think, they ſtand not in need of 
ſo much Pardoning Mercy as others do, arc aptto 
repine at the Favour ſhew'd to great Sinners 
whcn-cthey Repent ;. And therefore. the Elder 
Brother could not bear the exprefiing fo much 


kindneſs rowards ſuch a diſobedient Son, though 
| D now 
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now a Penitent. But that there is nothing diſa- 


gong Infimite Wiſdom and Goodneſs in 


= towards Penitent Sinners , 
Ul more fully appear, if we conſider, 


(1.) That God is not bound to deal with 
Sinncrs according to the utmoſt Rigour and 
Scyerity of his Juſtice. Becauſe he is under no 
fatal Neceſſity ; -no Superiour Law ; and there- 
fore may act freely in the forgiving Offenders 
as ſeems beſt to his Infinite Wiſdom. The 
whole Race of Mankind is a Evidence 
that God doth.not Act according to the Strict- 
neſs of his Juſtice, for if he had dealt with them 
after their Sins, or rewarded them according to their 
Iniquities; their Spirits would have failed before 
him, and the Souls which he had made , they had 
been long ſince 'deſtroy'd from the face of the 
Earthand not ſuffer d to continue 1n their Provo- 
cations. But God hath not onely forborn Sinners 
long when he might juſtly have puniſhed them ; 
but he gives them many real Bleſſings and Com- 
forts of Life, freely and bountifully; Now it God 
deal ſo Mercifully with Sinners while they con- 
tinue ſuch, is there not greater Reaſon to ſup- 

— 1 406 wheevy , When they ccaſe to 
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(2.) A 
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(2.) APenitent Sinner doth what in him hes 
to vindicate God's Honour. I do not fay, he 
can make ſatisfaction to Divine Juſtice ; for 
that is impoſſible for him to doe; and God hath 

vided for that by his own Son, whom he 

th made a Propitiation for the Sins of the 
World. But a true Penitent takes all the Shame 
and Diſhonour to himſelf ; he clears the Juſtice 
of God's Government, and the Equity of his 
Laws, and owns himſclt guilty of unſpeakable 
Folly in his Diſobedience. © O how juſtly, 
* fauch he, might God have taken me away in 
* the midſt of my Sins, when my Conſcience 
* checked me for my Sins, and yet I had no 
* heart to repent of them ! When I could not 
* but ſce my danger, and yet was unwilling 
* to come out of it. I can never be ſufhciently 
© thankfull for ſo great a Mercy as his bringing 
* me to my Selt hath been; I had gon on in the 
* fame ſecure, ſtupid, ſenſcleſs condition, that 
* others lic in, it he had not chroughly awa- 
* ken'd me, and rouſed me out of my Impent- 
* tent State. How dreadtull had my Condchition 
* for ever been, if my firſt awakening had b.cn 
* in the Flames 'of Hell? Nothing bur Influce 
* Goodneſs and Paticacc would have waucd fo 
© long for the ATION” of fuch an Offender 
2 cc 4s 


To 
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God ſhould forgive none that 
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* 2s I have been. TI have ſinned fo often, that . 
* I am aſhamed to think of the Number of my 
* Tranſgrefſions ; ſo deeply, that I am con- 
* f6undcd at the thoughts of them ; ſo fooliſh- 
* Iy, that I am unworthy to be called thy Son, 
* who have acted fo unlike thy Children ( fo the 
* Prodigal Son here ſpeaks to his Father) And 
* if thou wouldſt admit me but to the meaneſt 
* Condition of thy Servants, I ſhall cver cſteem 
© it as the greateſt privilege of my Life, and en- 
* deavour to ſerve Thee for the future, though 
* in the loweſt Capacity. Thus the Repenting 
Prodigal goes on, ». 19. And ina ſutable man- 
ner eycry truc Peniteat behaves himſelf rowards 
God with great Humility, and a dcep Senſe of 
his.own unworthineſs ; and 1s thereby rendred 


- more capable of Divine favour. For God refifteth 


the proud, but giveth grace to the bumble. And 
therefore it 1s very agrecable to Infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to ſhew pity towards a truly Hum- 
ble and Penitent Sinner; For a broken and contrite 
heart he will not deſpiſe. 


( 3.) If God were not ſo full of Compaſſion to 
Penitent Sinners, there would haye been no In- 
ement for Sinners ro ws, ark bur they 

muſt have ſunk into —— pair. For if 
then all a 
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kind muſt be condemned to Erernal Miſery; for 


ll. By 
- 


all have ſinned; and there is not a Juſt Man upon Rom3.23 | 


Earth who ſinneth not ; and fo the beſt and worſt, 
and-all ſorts of Smners muſt here ſuffer roge- 
ther ; which would have taken away all the No 
tion of any ſuch ching as Mercy and Clemenc 
in God towards Mankind. But if we ſet bounds 
to it as to ſome particular kinds and degrees of 
finning ; we limit that which is Infinite; we de- 
termine what we know not, viz. how far God's 
Mercy doth extend; we deftroy the Power of 
Divine Grace in Changing and Reforming the 
Worlt of Men. Bur the Scripture hath recor- 
ded ſome remarkable Inſtances of great-Sinners, 
who have been great-Penitents, and upon that 
have been pardon'd ( ſuch as Manaſes, and ſorne 
others) that no Penitent- Sinner might be dif- 
couraged- in the Work of Repentance. For a 
True Penitent ſearching to the bottom, and ſet- 
ring all his Sins before him, with their ſeveral 
Aggravations, can be kept from Deſpair by no- 
thing kſs than the Infinite Mercy of God'to 
hos who truly Rep:nt. 


(4) Becauſe there is nothing ſo provoking in 
Sin, as obſtinate Impenurency, and Continuance 
1n It. 


Ic is 
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It is true, God hates all Sin for its own Sake; 
but not all equally ; ſome Sins being of a higher 
Nature than others are; being againſt plainer 
Light, ſtronger Convictions, more cafic Com- 
mands, ſtricter Obligations than others are; but 
yet it is the Temper of a Sinner's Mind, which 
1s moſt provoking, when Sins are commutted 
not through Infirmity, or ſudden ſurpriſe, or a 
violent Temptationz but habitually, knowing- 
ly, wilfully ; eſpecially when they are done in 
Contempt of God and his Laws, and with an 
obſtinate Reſolution to continue in the Practice 
of them. This is ſo provoking to God, that the 
chick Reaſon of the ſevere Puniſhments of Sin- 
ners in another World is taken from thence; be- 
cauſe God hates obſtinate and impenitent Sin- 

Exod. 344 NCIS. And thus he will by no means acquit the 

7"ohn s. Guilty. There is a Sin unto death, faith St. John, 
1,17- and there is a Sin not unto death. There is a Sin 
unto dcath, which Chrift hath ſaid he will never 
pardon ;_ and that is blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
3* Ghoſt; & Sin which none who do truly own 

Chriſtianity, arc capable of commirring, 
But is there then no Sin wnto death to thern ? 
Yes, it is poſſible for Men who have clear Con- 
yictions in their minds of the Truth of the Goſ- 
pel, to a&t fo plainly, and wilfully, and directly 
againſt it, as either to provoke God to take them 


away 
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away by an extraordinary Judgment, and fo it 
is properly a Sin unto death, or to withdraw his 
Grace from them, and leave them to the hard- 
nefs of their own Hearts, and ſo it becomes a 
Sin unto a Spiritual death. But beſides theſe 
Caſes; Every Wilfull Sinner who adds Impeni- 
tency to his Sin, commits the Sin unto death; 
becauſe there is no other Condition of Pardon 
allow'd by the Goſpel without True Repentance. 

How infinite is the Goodneſs of God that ex- 
cludes no Sinners from the Hopes of Pardon who 
have a heart to repent ſincerely of their Sins! And 
how juſt is God 1n the final Puniſhment of thoſe 
Sinners, who ſtill go on in their Sins, and refuſe 
to Repent; after all che Invitations and Incon- 
ragements which are given them ro that End! 
Can we in Reaſon ſuppoſe that God ſhould ſtoop 
lower towards Sinners, than to offer them par- 
don of former Sins, if they do Repent ; © 
tell them they muſt Expect no Mercy in another 
World if they do not Repent? 

But ſuppoſe we are come thus far, that we 
are convinced we muſt Repent, what courſe 
and method muſt we take 1n order to xe? Of 
this briefly, and ſo to conclude. 


Secondly, I know no better than to follow the 


Example of the Prodigal Son here: and in = 
r 


| Ty 
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firſt place to form a preſent, {incere,- fixed and 
pcremptory Reſolution of doing it ; 1 wil axiſe 
and go to my- Father, &c. If we ſuffer Convic- 
tions to-cool upon our Minds, the force and 
ſpirit of them will ſoon be gone. It hath been 
of late obſerved by the ſtriteſt Enquirers in- 
to Nature, that the beginnings oft Life arc 
very ſmall, and hardly diſcernibl:, Ir is but 
ſpark chat appears, and may calily be cx- 
tinguiſhed ; but if it be incouraged by a con- 
tinual heat, a wonderfull Alteration ſoon fol- 
lows; and the diſtinct parts begin to be for- 
med; the firſt which is diſcerned is the Eye, 
but the Fountain of Life is in the Heart; and 
when the courſe of the Bloud is there ſerled, the 
other Parts come to > Spcir duc formation with 
greater quickneſs. | my be a Repreſenta- 
tion of the firſt Beginnings of Spiritual Life, thac 
which anſwers to the Eye 1s the Conviction of 
the Mind, where the inward Change firſt appears 
that which anſwers to the Heart is Reſolution, and 
when that 1s fixed, a mighty Reformation will 
ſoon follow. But Spiritual Life as well as Na- 
rural is in its firſt beginnings a very nice and 
tender thing, it may be calily ſtopt, and very 
hardly recovered : It 1s therefore of very great 
concernment to keep up the Warmth ot our 
firſt Reſolutions, and to improve them into a 
. preſent 
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preſent Practice agreeable thereto ; as the Prodi- 


upon it, did according]y ariſe and go to his Father, 
V. 20. | 

' T do not think there are many Perſons in the 
World who have Convictions upon their Minds 
of the Evil of their Ways; but do Reſolve at 
one time or other beforc they dic to Repent of 
their Sins, and to make their Peace with God. 
Bur alas ! theſe are va ſubventanea, they make a 
fair appearance, bur there is no principle of Life 


inthem, or as St. Jude expreſſes it, they are Clouds Jud. v.ns. 


without Water ; of no Conſiſtency, but carried a- 
bout with winds; hurried to and fro with the force 
and power of Temptations; and then their Re- 


ſolutions arc like the Vappwrs St. James ſpeaks of, jan. 414 


which appear for a little T ime, and then vaniſh away. 
Trees they are without fruit, as St. Jude goes on, 
AbFegs. gorge ; not that make no ſhew or ap» 
of Fruit; but it hath no ſuch firmneſs 

and ſubſtance in it as to endure the nipping 
Froſts, and ſo it drops off, and withers away. 
Juſt ſuch are the effects of faint and impertect 
Reſolutions, they never hold out long, and onely 
aggravate the Sins commurted afrer them. For 
every ſuch Sin 1s a plain fin againſt Conſcience , 
or elle they would never have made any Refolu- 
tion againſt it, And thoſe who contiue m_ 
E cr 
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after Reſolutions againſt their Sins, not onely 
loſe all the Peace and Comfort of their Minds, 
but make it much harder for them, exher to 
make or truſt their Reſolutions again, and con- 
ſequently to be ſatisfied of the Sincerity of their 
Repentancec. 

f we would then lay a fure Foundation for 
the Satisfaction of our Minds in a matter of ſuch 
unconceivable Moment as the Truth of our Re- 
pentance is, let us call our Selves to an Account 
as to this matter of the firm Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lution of our Minds. Have we ſtrictly examin'd 
our Selyes as to our particular Sins ? For there 
is no Age, no Imployment, no Condition of 
Life but hath its Temptations belonging co. it ; 
which require not onely our Care and Conſide- 
ration, but Reſolution to keep us from them. 
But ſuppoſe we have been overcome by rhe Sin 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet us; the Work 18 harder 
to recover the Ground we have loſt, than at firſt 
to maintain it ; but if we have ſinned, we muſt 
Repent ; and the ſooner the better ; bur. it is not 
to bh done without awakening the droufic and 
benummed Faculties of our Minds, and cxerci- 
ſing the ſecret and hidden Powers therein. Not 
as though this were to be done without the 
* Grace of God preventing and aſliſting us; , bug 
becauſe God worketh in ws to will and to doe of his 

| good 
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good Pleaſure, we ought to Work, out our own Sat 
vation with Fear and 1 rembling. PC WETY: 
- Let us then trifle no longer in a Work we can 
neyer doe too well, nor too ſoon 3 nor | 
it with too much Reſolution. Ir is the want of 
this, which ruins ſuch a Number of thoſe who 
would fain go to Heaven, but have not Courage 
and Reſolution enough, to own their Repentance, 
and to break off their former Sins : They are 
half Pemitents; they are inwardly troubled for 
them, and wiſh themſelves able ro withſtand the 
next Temptation ; but when it comes, they yield 


” = 


and ſuffer themſelves ro be drawn away , 4s pror.s.24 


a bird hafteth to the ſnare, and knoweth not that it 
is for his Life. Now in ſuch Caſes, Reſolution 
is not onely a convenient and proper thing; but 
a very Wife thing. For, when once a Reſolu- 
tion 15 found to be ſerious, and in good carneſt, 
the former Companions in Witkedneſs will leave 
off to ſolicit; and if once a Penitent Sinner can 
endure to be deſpiſed, and expoſed for a time 
by Evil Mcn for owning his Repentance, he will 
find the other parts of his Change grow more 
ealic to him ; -and the Devil's Inſtruments in 
Tempring wall be like himſelf; z. e. they will give 
over Tempting when they {ce no hopes to 
vail. And let no Men cver complain that t 
want Power to break oft their former Sins, all 


they 
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